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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 14 - 18, 20 - 21, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 ( b ) as being 
anticipated by Goldman ( US 5,842,284 ). 

In regards to claim 14, Goldman discloses a measuring device comprising an elongate 
member ( 56 ); and a coupling ( 34, 60, 62 ) in operative association with the elongate member, 
the coupling comprising a first section ( defined by the mounting plate 60 ) and a second section 
( defined by the hook 34 ), wherein the first section and the second section are disposed at a 
desired position relative to one another, the coupling being adapted to hinge ( at section 62 ), 
about an axis which lies substantially parallel to a transverse axis of the elongate member ( See 
Figure 2 ), between a first state in which the first section is disposed substantially parallel to a 
longitudinal axis of the elongate member, to a second state in which the second section is 
disposed substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the elongate member. 
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With respect to claim 15, Goldman also discloses a measuring device wherein the axis 
about which the coupling is hinged lies substantially contiguous with free end of the elongate 
member ( See Figure 2 ). 

With respect to claim 16, Goldman further teaches a measuring device wherein the first 
section ( 60 ) and the second section ( 34 ) are disposed substantially perpendicular to one 
another, when moved upward during use of the device. 

In regards to claim 17, Goldman discloses a measuring device wherein the coupling is 
secured to the elongate member by means of an anchor ( see connecting rivets on the end hook 
.34). 

With regards to claim 18, Goldman also shows a measuring device comprising a pin (62) 
arranged to secure the coupling to the anchor, the pin defining the axis about which the coupling 
is hinged. 

Regarding claim 20, Goldman further teaches a measuring device wherein the coupling is 
displaceable, in the direction of the longitudinal axis of the elongate member permitted by the 
displacement of the rivets as conventionally known in the art, a distance substantially equal to 
the thickness of the first section or the second section. 
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In regards to claim 21, Goldman discloses a measuring device wherein the elongate 
member comprises a tape ( 56 ) having measuring indicia thereon. 

With regards to claim 23, Goldman also discloses a measuring device wherein a 
transition from the first section to the second section has a radius of curvature whose centre 
corresponds to the axis about which the coupling is hinged ( See Figure 2 ). 

Regarding claim 24, Goldman teaches a measuring device further comprising a housing 
(14) into which the elongate member is retractable. 

3. Claims 14, 17 - 19 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 ( b ) as being anticipated by 
Ten Caatet al. ( US 6,101,734 ). 

In regards to claim 14, Ten Caat et al. discloses a measuring device comprising an 
elongate member ( 2 ); and a coupling ( 3, 4, 7, 9 ) in operative association with the elongate 
member, the coupling comprising a first section (3, 4) and a second section ( 7, 9 ), wherein the 
first section and the second section are disposed at a desired position relative to one another, the 
coupling being adapted to hinge ( at sections 6 and 10 ), about an axis which lies substantially 
parallel to a transverse axis of the elongate member ( See Figure 2 ), between a first state in 
which the first section is disposed substantially parallel to a longitudinal axis of the elongate 
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member, to a second state in which the second section is disposed substantially parallel to the 
longitudinal axis of the elongate member. 

In regards to claim 17, Ten Caat et al. also discloses a measuring device wherein the 
coupling is secured to the elongate member by means of an anchor (12). 

With regards to claim 18, Ten Caat et al. further shows a measuring device comprising a 
pin ( 6 ) arranged to secure the coupling to the anchor, the pin defining the axis about which the 
coupling is hinged. 

Regarding claim 19, Ten Caat et al. further teaches a measuring device in which one of 
the coupling or anchor has a pair of spaced apart collars, while the other of the coupling or 
anchor has a single collar shaped and dimensioned to be seated between the pair of spaced apart 
collars, wherein the pin passes through the three collars in order to secure the coupling to the 
anchor ( See Figure 2 ). 

With respect to claim 22, Ten Caat et al. further discloses a measuring device comprising 
a backing plate ( 4 ) secured, through the elongate member, to the anchor ( 12 ). 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following references are considered of relevance to the present application. 

a. Jueneman ( US 6,678,967 ) 

b. Ryalset ah (US 6,931,753 ) 

c. Potter ( US 6,223,446 ) 

d. Rathbun et al. ( US 4,164,334 ) 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yaritza Guadalupe McCall whose telephone number is (571)272 
-2244. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego F.F. Gutierrez can be reached on (571) 272-2245. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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September 26, 2005 




itza Guadalupe-JV 
Patent Examiner 
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